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Performance notes

Introduction

‘Cuticles’ is a percussion duo focused around the concept of skin as a barrier between us and the world, and
technologies of skin as both a way controlling and taming its outward appearance and a way of interfacing with
consumer electronics. The piece fuses the live sounds of the percussionists with those harvested by an Al
algorithm, which is trained to scour the internet for non-verbal bodily sounds, as well as the application of
skincare products such as moisturiser. Cuticles functions as a commentary on our alienation from our own
hodies, and way of offering glimpses at reconnection as we watch two hodies coordinating together in a room
with the sounds of strange others heing pulled in from the digital periphery.

Electronics

The electronics part is governed by a Max patch supplied by the author, together with either a bank of collected
samples, or the sampling software itself depending on the preferences of the performers. The patch requires
no intervention, but | recommend surveillence by an assistant because it is unpredictable, and levels may need
to be ocassionally tamed. You will need:

- A contact mic taped to the surface of each of the five instruments
- An audio interfce with five independent inputs and two outputs

Graphic score

This piece is written in a loose time-space notation, where
durations are more or less free-form with the expectation that local
proportions within gestures are maintained. A 2" indication is given

on the first page for reference.

The staves represent the physical location of playing, so that the
graphics show movement from along the surface of the instrument

or striking in a particular place.

The score is colour-coded according to different playing techniques

or implements.

——_ Blue - light and fast motion using the palms of hands

——  Red - highly frictive, should squeek. Ideally with
fingertips but a friction mallet is also acceptable.

® ©® Purple - with the fingers

- Astereo PA.
_ o Heavy, frictive squeek along edge of drum
Cymbal Light motion from edge of drum to the centre Strike cymbal with finger near the edge
1 / B o
suaref_ |-/ |
fLion|

- n.h. this passage is not extracted from the piece and is for illustration only.
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